
 

 

 
 

 
Minutes of the 

 Conference Planning Meeting/Conference Attendee Input Meeting 
Washington, DC 

September 12, 2015 
 

ATTENDANCE:  Jameson Brant, Melissa Brodt, Letitia Chambers, Rose Marie Cutropia, Blane Dessy, Susan 
Feller, Andrea Hanley, Tatiana Lomehaftewa-Singer, Mary Ellen Meredith, Lotsee Patterson, Kim Penrod,  and 
Jennifer Woodcock Medicine Horse, and Sharilyn Young.  Other names will be added as identified.  

PURPOSE:   This 75-minute meeting was intended to gather input from conference attendees and planning 
council members.  It was attended by approximately 25 participants. 

The meeting was opened by Susan Feller, President of ATALM and conference director.    

Hotel:  Feller informed the group that ATALM is wrapping up negotiations with Sheraton Wild Horse Pass 
Resort and Spa, owned by the Gila River Indian Community.  The hotel is conveniently located right outside of 
Phoenix, approximately a 20 minute cab ride from the airport. The hotel is close to a casino, shopping and 
other local attractions. Room rates are $139 a night.   The hotel will also be the site of all the meetings. 

Dates:  The dates for the 2016 conference are October 9-12, 2016.  Summit meetings on October 9th will be 
held in conjunction with the National Congress of the American Indian (NCAI) conference being held in 
downtown Phoenix at this time.  October 10th will be pre-conference workshops and tours to local sites. 
October 11-12 will be conference session days.    

Honorary Chair:  The current Governor of the Gila River Indian Community, Stephen Roe Lewis was suggested 
as a possible honorary chair. 

Conference Theme:  ATALM conferences do not always have themes.  This will be addressed at the next 
meeting of the National Planning Council. 

Tribal Leader/Key Stakeholder Involvement:    The National Congress of American Indians Conference is taking 
place in downtown Phoenix at the same time as the ATALM conference dates. This is a great opportunity to 
engage tribal leaders and show how vital tribal archives, libraries and museums are to native communities.      

Partners:   National Congress of the American Indian, Gila River Indian Community, the Heard Museum, 
Arizona State University are potential partners.   

Fundraising/Special Events:  Possible underwriters: Gila River Indian Community, Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community, Ak-Chin Indian Community, Wells Fargo, Bank of America, Arizona State University,  and 
the The University of Arizona.   IMLS is the major funder.   

Keynote Speakers:   There are three opportunities for keynote speakers.  The opening ceremony (keynote is 
typically provided by the Honorary Chair); Honoring Luncheon (keynote is typically provided by an Honoree. 
Past recipients have been Scott Momaday, Marshall McKay and Gerard Baker.   Suggestions were Mary Joe 
Tippeconnic Fox, Peterson Zah with the Navajo Nation, Roberto Bedoya with the Tuscon Pima Arts Council, 



Simon Ortiz, and Anton Treuer, author of “Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But Were Afraid to 
Ask”.  The third speaker is for the closing ceremony. 

Opening Ceremony:  A chair is needed for arrangement of the Opening Ceremony. This individual arranges for 
color guards, a blessing, and orchestrates the timing.  ATALM board chair opens the conference with a 
welcome message, followed by the color guard, followed by the blessing.   Need music and photographs 
scrolling as people arrive.  A keynote speaker will be needed. 

Evening Event: ATALM is considering an “Indigenous People’s Day” celebration on the evening of October 10th   
Tribal leaders, attendees from the National Congress of the American Indian and ATALM attendees would be 
invited.  ATALM would need to charge for this event and would seek sponsorships to help lower the cost of 
attendance.  What should be on the program?   

Sessions.   The group discussed the typical sessions offered and the various tracks of archives, libraries, and 
museums with sub-tracks of digitization, fundraising, education, programming, collections care, and other 
topics proposed by the presenters.  For 2016, programs that emphasize capacity building for organizations, 
community outreach, involvement of tribal leaders, STEM programs, and digital literacy are sought. Case 
studies of successful programs and hands-on activities that provide tangible skills receive priority .The group 
discussed the following ideas to consider: 

 Have a youth track at the conference. A mentorship program focusing on getting youth involved in 
archives, libraries and museums.  

 Programs and models on how to engage schools in local archives, libraries and museums.  

 Sustainability in tribal archives, libraries and museums.  

 Incorporating STEM programs in tribal archives, libraries and museums. Pre-conference to the Lowell 
Observatory which is part of the Navajo-Hopi Astronomy Outreach Program. 

 Based on the “Mostly Lost” event that the Library of Congress holds, ATALM could do an event where 
attendees brought in artifacts that they need identified and conference attendees would have a 
chance to look at objects and offer suggestions as to the origins. 

 Use “Lightening Round” sessions to have presenters briefly speak on archive, library and museum 
topics for 10 minutes.  

Guardian Awards.   The awards luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11 at the hotel.  This activity needs 
a chair.  Awards for Museums, Honored One, and Lifetime Achievement Awards for 2016 have already been 
determined, based on nominations received in 2015. 

Other Business:   

 Next meeting will be Wednesday, November 18, 2015 at the Sheraton Wild Horse Pass Resort and Spa 
in Chandler, Arizona.   

 


